
The American political drama West Wing has 

been a huge hit on television. Well-scripted, 

cleverly cast and finely acted, it dramatises 

events around the most powerful office in 

the world. This is one drama series that 

does not need to invent stories. With 

former White House insiders hired as 

consultants, West Wing explores important 

issues and demonstrates the process by 

which a public position is adopted. The best 
aspect of this drama, however, is that it 

portrays the power of the backroom players 

involved in the process. Every democracy, 

every institution, including the Church, has 

people who are not the public face of the 

organisation but are very powerful in shaping 

what the group stands for and where it goes. 

A politician friend of mine says, ‘Parliament is 

theatre sports writ large; real power and the 

important decisions are worked out in the 

backrooms, small offices and corridors.’ Yes 

Minister's Sir Humphrey Appleby would drink 

to that!  

John the Baptist is the greatest of the 

backroom boys in the Christian story. When 

the gospels were written, the significance of 

John's role as a herald and mentor came to 

the fore. In first century Palestine there may 

not have been parliamentary corridors for 

John the Baptist to strut, but his words and 

actions on the banks of the Jordan were 

powerful in recognising who was to follow, 

what the Christian faith would stand for and 

where it would head.  

Is it any wonder, then, that the Birth of John 

the Baptist is one of the most ancient feasts 

commemorated in the earliest Christian 

Church? Its position in relation to Christmas 

is important too. By 354 the Christians had 

taken over the Roman celebration of the 

winter solstice as Christmas Day. John's 

birthday is on the summer solstice. After the 

summer solstice, the northern hemisphere's 

sun declines in length and warmth. It is 

reborn at the winter solstice. Hence, John 

comes to prepare the way for the eternal 

light we celebrate in Jesus at Christmas. In 

Luke's Gospel, John embodies the old 

covenant, made to Israel. Jesus, the new and 

everlasting covenant, made, not just to Israel, 

but also to all people everywhere, sees the 

power and warmth of God's love for us 

burst forth for eternity.  

Many biblical scholars now think that, for a 

period of time, Jesus was most probably a 

disciple of John the Baptist. John may have 

helped Jesus discern his special calling and to 
recognise his destiny. Whatever of that, we 

know that Jesus made a break with John in 

many ways and called his own disciples. Jesus 

does not wait for followers to come to him, 

he heads to the towns and villages where the 

people are and he speaks to them in ways 

they can understand. Jesus preaches to Israel 

first, but then to the Gentiles. Jesus rejects 

the harsh, ascetical life of the desert for 

spirituality of the everyday and, unlike John, 

Jesus does not just preach repentance for 

sins, but preaches conversion through 

forgiveness and compassion. As Louise 

Pambrun puts it, John's ministry was ‘like the 

fast before the feast’. 

Like John, however, Jesus never wavered 

from the price that must be paid for faith in 

our just and merciful God. So this feast flags 

that we have six months to Christmas, not 

for shopping or any of the other excessive 

elements that have hijacked that day, but to 

recommit ourselves to living out a 

spirituality that values the everyday and the 

ordinary, that knows the power of 

compassion and mercy and is ready to pay 

the price for living it.  

This is the feast of backroom players. May all 

of them exercise their power with integrity. 

And who knows, maybe the real-life 

counterparts of Sam Seaborne in West Wing 

or Sir Humphrey in Yes Minister may, one 

day, have their birthday declared a public 

holy-day. I bet they're quietly working on it 

even as I speak!  
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 Recently deceased:  

Fr. Brian Bailey, Tom Jackson. 
 

 Anniversaries:  

David Kay, Kath Leonard, 

Joan Fitzgerald, 

Ann Wafaa El-Khatib. 

 Remembrances:  

Members of the Molin Family—

Robert Senior, Patricia, Jeffery 

and Robert Junior, Kathleen Kay. 
 

 And the sick:  

Frances Sara, Neil Cameron, 

Bill Hunt, Lindsay Hardy,  

Rene Glase, Peter John Grima, 

Jack Moulds, Rosemary 

Anderson, Tracey Passlow, 

Maryanne Diorio, Bruce Spence, 

Frank Schmidt, 

Keith Maiden, Kate Stinson, 

Mary Ann Gormley, Beryl Allen, 

Lorna Russom, Carren Quinn, 

Coral Williams, Irene Beck, 

Jonell Georges, Cara Rodigus, 

Ralph Weate, Keith Oakes, 

John Allen, Anne Singleton, 

Don Boland, Celeste Boonaerts, 

Cheryl Douglas, Albie Curtis, 

Vince Zappavigna, Louisa Dunn, 

Bryan Moroney, Lisa Hill,  

James Mulquinney, Cate Stinson, 

Janelle Dawson, Nola Davies, 

Margaret Toms, Baby Winter. 
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Directory 4 Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! You, child, will be called the prophet of the Most 

High; you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways. Alleluia!  



Bus Trip to St. Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop. Nth. Sydney 
for 11am Mass with parishioners 
from  East Gosford Parish. 
Wednesday, 29th June, leaving 
8.30am. Cost: $15. Contact Susie 
Casey 0403 417 639 for all 
bookings, enquiries and payments. 
 

WYD Krakow Fund Raising: 
Final chance after all Masses this 
weekend! Raffle, Chocolate sales 
and guessing jar. To raise funds  
for our youth journeying to 
Poland. Raffle will be drawn 3rd 
July after 6pm Mass. 
 

Volunteer Church Cleaning 
Roster 1/7/16: Rano Spiteri, 
Linda Potestas, Mary McCumstie, 
Kevin Glacken. 
 

Baptisms: We welcome into our 
Faith community and pray for 
Sebastian Bradshaw, Brylea Israel, 
Frankie Sleeman and Hayley 
Winner baptised last Sunday.  
 

Charitable Works Fund Appeal  
has raised $5,766.45. Thank you  
for your generosity. 
 

Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered during 4pm Mass 
Friday 1st July. 

The Live, Pray, Love Project  
will hold an event to celebrate it’s 
vibrant and diverse community at 
a cultural day event next Sunday 
3rd July. Come along and be 
warmed by the sounds of music 
from Colombia, Spain, Chile. 
Per formances  inc lude the 
Flamenco, Salsa, Belly Dance, Paso 
Doble to name a few. 
It is the beginning of NAIDOC 
Week and Mr. Ray McMinn will 
perform a Welcome to Country 
at Walter Baker Hall, 12md-5pm. 
Bring a cultural dish or a plate of 
food to share. There will be fun 
activities for the children so bring 
the children along. Call Gladys 
0421 312 362 if you have any 
questions. 
 

Parish Bus dr ivers  - 
Sponsorship available.  The 
Parish Pastoral Council has agreed 
to sponsor volunteers to obtain 
their LR drivers licence.  You must 
be willing to commit to being 
rostered onto regular weekend 
bus driving duties. Please call the 
Parish Office if interested. 
 

A l t a r  f l ow e r s — on g o in g 
donations can be made via 
collections at Mass in an envelope 
marked “altar flowers”. 

threat. What is the fundamental 
importance of religious liberty and 
why does it need to be protected?  
The Ambrose Centre for Religious 
Liberty in conjunction with the 
Diocese of Broken Bay invites all 
to attend a free talk with Bishop 
Peter Comensoli and Mr. Rocco 
Mimmo, Ambrose Centre Founder 
and Chairman. Wednesday, 29th 
June. Arrive 7.15pm for 7.30pm 
start (refreshments available—gold 
coin donation) Our Lady of the 

Mt. Carmel Retreat Centre 
July Retreats: Day Retreat –
Modern Living and challenge of 
faith. July 2nd, 10.20am-4pm. Cost: 
$25. Presenter Stephen Miller. The 
retreat will use Arthur Boyd’s 
series of paintings of a great 
Babylonian king’s demise to help us 
to reflect on the complexity of 
belief today. 
 

Will a new government 
protect religious freedom? 
Religious liberty is an important 
freedom that is increasingly under 

Rosary Primary Hall, 23 Yardley 
Ave., Waitara. 
 

Monthly Hour for Vocations 
held the last Wednesday of the 
month due this Wednesday, 29th 
June. 7pm-9pm. St. Agatha Parish, 
17 Trebor Rd. (enter through car 
park) Pennant Hills. Adoration, 
Reflection on Scripture, Evening 
Prayer of the Church. After prayer 
a social gathering will be held and a 
meal provided. Booklets and 
prayer will be provided. Cost: 
Free. 

St. John the Baptist Parish 
Patronal Feast celebrated this 
weekend at all Masses. 
 

St. John the Baptist Feast Day 
will be celebrated at the school, 
this Monday, 27th June, 12 noon. 
All parishioners are welcome to 
attend. 
 

Ordination to the Priesthood: 
Bro. Matthew Boland OP and Br. 
James Baxter OP will be ordained 
to the Priesthood, Saturday, 9th 
July. St. Benedict’s Church, 104 
B r o a d w a y .  B r o a d w a y . 
Refreshments will follow across 
the courtyard from the church. All 
are invited. RSVP 26th June. 
matthew,boland@op.org.au 
See notice board for more detail. 
 

Mass Monday 11th July will be 
celebrated by Fr. Matthew and Fr. 
Jack concelebrant. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul’s Winter 
Clothing Appeal this weekend. 
Bags are available in the gathering 
area. 
‘El Shaddai’ Prayer Group 
Meetings for the month of July are 
2nd, 9th and 16th, held in the 
Walter Baker Hall. 

From the Diocese and beyond 

The Just Word 
Bishop of Parramatta: 

Chairman of the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council, 
Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM 
Conv, has been appointed the 
fourth Bishop of Parramatta. 
Bishop Long has been Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne since 2011 and chair of 
the Victorian Catholic Education 
Commission. 
President of the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference, 
Archbishop Denis Hart, welcomed 
the appointment, “knowing that his 
Christ-like gifts and simplicity will 
serve the people of his new 
diocese so well”. 
Bishop Long expressed “a sense of 
responsibility  and honour to be 
appointed to the Diocese of 
Parramatta. I accepted the 
appointment by Pope Francis with 
humility”. 

Coming to Australia by boat as a 
refugee from Vietnam, Bishop 
Long said, “I found myself a 
newcomer in Melbourne. I now  
consider myself a newcomer to 
the Diocese of Parramatta. I know 
I’ll be enriched by the many 
cultures that make up greater 
Western Sydney.” 
Born on 3rd December 1961 in 
Gia-Kiem, Vietnam, Bishop Long is 
the fourth in a family of five boys 
and two girls. In 1972, he joined a 
minor seminary that was later 
disbanded by the communist 
government. He left Vietnam in a 
refugee boat and came to Australia 
in 1980. becoming a Conventual 
Franciscan friar in 1983. 
After his ordination to the 
priesthood in 1989, Bishop Long 
went to Rome for further studies 
and was awarded a licentiate in 
Christology and Spirituality from 

the Pontifical Faculty of St. 
Bonaventure. He was elected 
Superior  of Conventual 
Franciscans in Australia in 2005 
and an Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne in 
2011. 
B i s h o p  L o n g  s u c c e e d s 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP 
who was installed as Archbishop 
of Sydney in 2014. 
The Diocese of Parramatta is the 
fifth-largest Catholic Diocese in 
Australia, incorporating the 
greater Western Sydney area 
from Parramatta to Blackheath 
and f rom R ichmond to 
Warragamba. It is home to 
330,000 Catholics in an  area of 
about one million people.  

 

Australian Catholic Social 
Justice Council. 
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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Kgs 19:16, 19–21 

Ps 16:1–2, 5, 7–8, 9–10, 11 R. cf. v.5 

Gal 5:1, 13–18 

Lk 9:51–62 
 

The first and second books of Kings tell the 

story of the kings of Israel and Judah. Israel, the 

northern kingdom, broke away from the nation 

after the death of Solomon. In the days of Elijah 

the prophet (ninth century BC), Israel was 

ruled by King Ahab and his wife, Queen 

Jezebel. Together they sought to eliminate 

worship of Yahweh from their nation. In the 

text leading up to our reading, the Lord had 

commanded Elijah to anoint a new king, “Jehu, 

son of Nimshi” (v 16a), in anticipation of 

Ahab’s death. Elijah is also to anoint his 

successor, Elisha, as the next prophet in Israel. 

In today’s reading, Elisha cuts his ties with the 

past by destroying his ploughing equipment and 

slaughtering his oxen for a final feast with his 

people. He is ready to engage in his mission; 

there is no turning back. 

In Galatia, Paul battled with a rival gospel that 

taught obedience to the Law of Moses. He 

writes now to remind the Galatians that 

because of baptism, “you are not under the 

law” (v 18); rather, “you were called for 

freedom” (v 13). But freedom requires 

responsibility, for without control, freedom can 

lead us back to “the yoke of slavery” (v 1). 

“Rather, serve one another through love” (v 

13). 

Jesus' journey to Jerusalem begins with today’s 

Gospel, a new episode in his life. The focus 

from this point on is what Jerusalem means. In 

Luke’s text, Jerusalem is the city of persecution 

and death. Beginning his journey south, Jesus 

must pass through Samaritan territory, “but 

they would not welcome him / because the 

destination of his journey was Jerusalem” (v 

53). The disciples are upset by this and want to 

“call down fire from heaven to consume 

them” (v 54), but Jesus rebukes them. From 

this point on, there will be much rejection. 

Those who seek to follow Jesus will learn that 

the cost of discipleship can be high. But Jesus, 

knowing that he will pay the ultimate price, 

proceeds to Jerusalem. 

For Reflection: Where does God call me to 

go in my life of discipleship? What must I let go 

of to follow effectively? Does my freedom from 

the law make me a slave to sin, or do I strive 

to practice responsibility by serving others 

through love?    ML 
Bruce Janiga, a priest of the Archdiocese of Newark, 
N.J., teaches Scripture studies at Seton Hall Prep in 
West Orange, N.J. He is the Sunday assistant at St. 
Cassian's Church in Upper Montclair, N.J. From 
Ministry & Liturgy, copyright © Resource Publications, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under 
licence number 115216 

This passage marks a turning point in the 

gospel of Luke. It is the commencement of 

Jesus’ journey towards Jerusalem and we are 

told that he resolutely takes that road (or in 

some translations, he resolutely ‘sets his face’ 

towards Jerusalem). Earlier in this chapter, we 

have heard Peter’s confession of faith, seen the 

Transfiguration and heard Jesus predict his 

death. Today’s passage begins the second half 

of the gospel of Luke and it is clear from this 

point forward that there is no turning back for 

Jesus. 

This passage is a difficult one on first reading; 

the second half of it seems to paint a picture of 

an unsympathetic and uncompromising Jesus. 

However, in the light of its positioning as the 

beginning of the second half of the gospel – the 

beginning of the end – it takes on more 

significance. Firstly, the incident of rejection in 

Samaria allows Jesus to make very clear that he 

will never resort to violence as a solution to 

any problem. The reaction of the disciples 

seems a bit extreme as a response to an 

inhospitable action! Jesus’ rebuke to them 

reminds us that what he has offered all along is 

an invitation that was open to all – if some 

don’t accept the invitation you can’t call fire 

down on them from above! 

The three vignettes make plain the urgency and 

demanding nature of Jesus’ mission. He and his 

followers are constantly on the move and have 

no room for comforts and cosy beds. The 

second and third pieces contrast directly with 

the story from today’s first reading. The 

message of Jesus is that the work of the 

Kingdom is even more important than duty to 

family and duty to the dead. Once he has set 

his face towards Jerusalem and his own death, 

there is no turning back – he is absolutely 

committed to his mission. 

Have you thought? – No 

looking back 
‘Once the hand is laid on the plough, no 

one who looks back is fit for the kingdom 

of God.’ This seemingly uncompromising 

position by Jesus is a call to set our eyes 

clearly on the establishment of the 

Kingdom. If we look back – if we have 

doubts and want to return to the world of 

comfort and injustice – then we are not yet 

ready for the difficulties of bringing about 

the Kingdom of God. It reminds us that 

although God invites us all to enter into the 

Kingdom, we have to make ourselves ready 

in our own hearts and minds to want to be 

part of the Kingdom. 

 

© Greg Sunter 
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St. Paul provides a 
wonderful one-sentence 
summary of Christian 
stewardship:  
Out of love,  
place yourselves  
at one another’s service. 

Gospel Reflection 
Greg Sunter 



Catholic Parish of  

Woy Woy Peninsula 
  

  Woy Woy, Woy Woy South, 

  Umina, Umina Beach,  

  Ettalong, Ettalong Beach,  

  Koolewong, Blackwall,  

  Booker Bay, Pearl Beach,  

  St Hubert’s Island,  

  Empire Bay, Horsfield Bay, 

Patonga, Woy Woy Bay, Daley’s Point, 

Phegan’s Bay and Wondabyne. 

  

St John the Baptist Church,  

(Corner) Blackwall & Victoria Rds, Woy Woy 

  

Parish Office         Ethel Cox Parish Centre 

PO Box 264      Walter Baker Hall 

54 Victoria Road       100 Blackwall Rd 

WOY WOY NSW 2256      Woy Woy 

  
Phone: (02) 4341 1073 Fax: (02) 4341 0214 
Email: parish@woywoycatholic.org.au 
Website: www.woywoycatholic.org.au 

  

“He must increase, I must decrease” 

  

Parish Priest:   Fr. Jack Robson.  

Assistant Priests: Fr. Timothy Raj. MSFS. 

 Fr. Philip Thottam. MSFS. 
  

Office Staff:   Helen Cameron,  

Raelene Spithill and Margaret Cooper. 
  

Office Hours:  

9.30am—4pm, Monday to Friday. 
  

Deadline for The Voice:   

3.30pm Wednesday. 
Fr Jack’s Dates for July 

Saturday, 2nd—5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, 10th—6:00 p.m. Mass 

Saturday, 16th—5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, 17th—7:30 a.m. Mass 

Sunday, 24th—9:15 a.m. Mass and 6:00 p.m. Mass 

Saturday, 30th—5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, 31st—7:30 a.m. Mass 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES  

Vigil Saturday 5pm; Sunday 7.30am, 9.15am, 6pm. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Monday-Friday 7.45am (Monday & Tuesday with Lauds); Saturday and 

Public Holidays 9am;  First Friday 4pm (with Anointing of the Sick). 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Friday after morning Mass; First Friday, 3.30pm; Saturday 11.30am; & 

4.30pm; Sunday 7am. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am; 5th Sunday, during 9.15am Mass. 

Godparents are examples of faith to the child.  They must be confirmed and 

practising Catholics, at least sixteen years old.  If there is at least one god-

parent, a non-Catholic may act as a Christian witness.  Parents and godpar-

ents must attend a pre-baptismal instruction, held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday 

of each month at 9.30am. 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Every Thursday 
7.30pm-8.30pm for the needs of the Parish. 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT Every Saturday after 
9am Mass until 10am; every Monday until 9am (Public Holidays 10.15am). 

EPARISH CHOIR — Practice Wednesday nights in the church, 7pm. 

Enquiries: 4341 3367. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL,  

21a Dulkara Rd South Woy Woy 2256. ph:  4341 0884 fax:  4344 5049. 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP  

For information and events contact Parish office 4341 1073. 
 

CATHOLICCARE Marriage & Family  Relationships.  
Phone:  4356 2600 
 

MARY MAC’S PLACE  Volunteers provide nutritious, freshly cooked 

meals and information and referrals to appropriate community services.  

Open Monday to Friday, 11am-1pm, at the Ethel Cox Parish Centre.  For 

more information, please contact Christine on 4341 0584. 

ST VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY on the Peninsula assist and give a hand 

up to people in need. W e have two Conferences with Volunteers sharing the 

visiting or office work.  We always welcome new Volunteers to our Confer-

ence. Please ring Ken 0400 335 351 or Joan 0422 272 339. 
 

CASH HOUSIE every Saturday night at Peninsula Community Centre, Cnr 

Ocean Beach Rd & McMasters Rd, Woy Woy.  Games start at  

7.30pm and finish approx 10.20pm. Cash prizes. Ticket sales from 6pm. 

Proceeds benefit Parish.  Enquiries:  Rob 0427 990 818. 


